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Synopsis

The advent and approach of colonization and Christianity condemned the African traditional religion
and culture as paganistic and backward. This created issues of bi-culturalism and bi-religiousness in
personal and religious identity that the church needs to address. For those living in most
post-colonial countries, there is the existence of deep psychological and spiritual scars that need
healing. The Western Christian rituals in use in most African mainline churches exclude any
traditional religious rituals. A new pastoral theology of care and psychodynamic understanding of
integrative consciousness is needed in these contexts. A pastoral care-giver with integrative
consciousness (possessing an awareness of both the traditional and Western worldview and/or
integration thereof) is required to address the psychological and religious identity conflict existing in

post-colonial contexts such as Zimbabwe.
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Customer Reviews

A A«Tapiwa N. Mucherera breaks new ground in narrating Shona religion and culture and
specifying the impact of Christianity and Western culture on the indigenous methodology and
cosmology. Because his work moves from the particular to the universal, it is easy for outsiders to
see parallels with their own situation. His work on post-colonial literature is one of the best | have
seen. A¢a -EcePastoral Care from a Third World PerspectiveA¢a -4,¢ is without parallel.A A»

(Noel Leo Erskine, Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA)



The Author: Tapiwa N. Mucherera is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Counseling at Asbury
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. He received his Ph.D. in religion and theological
studies from the joint Ph.D. program at the University of Denver and lliff School of Theology. An
ordained United Methodist pastor, he served several churches in Zimbabwe, lowa, and Denver.
Mucherera worked with several counseling centers in Denver and was involved in debriefing with

friends and family survivors following the tragic Columbine high school shootings in 1999.
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